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REPCRT OF EDAHD
' “on the '
Investigntion of nn Lecident Involvwing Aireraft

i
Turing o Cross-cou:try Plessurc F;lgrt

Vorner Leroy Pensley and his paszerger, ThOﬂAS Theodeore Fisher, wore
i*tq;lw injured in on ccocident which occarred approximetely 12 miles north of
Criro, Ceorgin, nbout 6:57 peome on Septomber 21, 10L2 Peasley, nge L0, held
a privete pilot cerbificste with o cinple~engine lond, C-80 .. rating.
Figher, nge L3, c‘d o stﬂfeat pilot eurtificote. The airersfs, 2 Culver
A hC HléL? owred by the pilos, wes domelizhed,

15 pem. Ponsley rfecured clourance for e cross-country pleasurs flight
£, .laboms, bo sdel, Georgin. About one hour ond L) minutes later
the nirplane wes observed ecirelirg o sporsely populoted Jarm ares ot s lows

altitude, pﬁroxltmtclv 85 milcs freom the point of departurce snd 20 miles
south of adirect coursc to Adcl, The sky wns overenss, with a "ery low

12, and it wos nearly dark at the time, While the pilot wos rpparently -
“wemeuvering for a laonding, the sirplane liscrppesred from zight urd » Youd
¢resh was heard immedi~tely thereafter, There wers no krnown vitncsses te the’
irpact. Due to dsrkness the wrecked zirerafs wos not locoted until the
following morning, It had struck the groend inm cn clzost verticsl sttitude

2%t the bose of o clurp of trees cround {0 fect in height, just short of o
stell open ficld, -

ceiling

The wreckage had been removed from the scene of the cccidert snd stored’
“in-a farm shed scversl milcs distent whon an sir s-fobty investis-tor arrived.
~ Therefore, little could bs le.rncd of the condition of the airer-t immedisn tély_'
ofter impsect. It could not be detecrmined whether or not the landing gear wmss |
extended at the tims of the rccident. lthough there vns evidcree thot Eow;r-
_wzs not being developed when the plons struek the ground, there wms nothing °
to indiczte engine foilure and it is probnble thot the pilet hrd throttled: thﬂ'
epgine for en cttempted londing. The U. S. Yenther Bu areny vrport for Zlbmmy,
Georgia, about 12 miles north of the scene of the seeident, st Ceil N -;{;
estimated 1000 feoet, overcost with seritcred clouds ot 200 fects visiﬁlllty-
"3 miles; thunderstorms and light roin. Urofficinl roports indicated thaf the
~ fellowing werther ecnditions rroveilod at the secence of the acclidents Coiling
800 feot; visibility 1/ mile '
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o bake-off from -

The airereft hrd teen fueled to copreity ju
.3 ics from Luf n1¢ when

Eofaula.  The faet that the olane was orly 25 oirll
it'owes cbserved nbout one hour and 40 winates o fooer bo 73
wiely 30 niles south of the direct course to- idel, indicntes th_t the pi lst;
- wos probably lost. Fe.wns. apparently cireling <t ¢ low nltitude To atUCﬁpt

b precautionqry landing in an open field but duc to darkness an §bar o
visibility, misjudged the height of some treus in his path znd stallsd cho eirs
eraft in san nttempt to elesr thom. The nilot ond possemger wers both ros idents
~of Denver, Colorado, nnd it is probeble thet they were not familiar with the
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.type of terrain over which they wsre Flying.

¥hile the pilot cxercised poor judgment in econtinuing Tlight int
Cof urfovorsble weather nnd approsching darkness, +?C'PTDb&bRC‘C use 0
T necident wns m ostall at low oltivude during o preesubicnary. thhlhga
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